Harry Wayne Caldwell

August 22, 1943 - January 25, 2021

Harry Wayne Caldwell went to his Heavenly home on January 25, 2021 at the
age of 77 in St. Vincent, AR after a long battle with Alzheimer’s. He was born
on August 22, 1943 in Alexander, AR to LG “Bud” and Nollie Caldwell.

Harry graduated from Little Rock Central High School in 1961 and from
Arkansas State University at Jonesboro in 1969 with a degree in Animal
Science. From playing cowboy as a little boy to growing up to be a real
cowboy, a life with animals was in his blood. Harry started rodeoing while still
in high school and rode bareback horses, competed in steer wrestling, and
rode bulls. He eventually went on to become a rodeo clown, creating some
one-of-a-kind acts using many props including his personally-designed clown
car. He also directed many rodeos.

Harry met the love of his life, Rita, in April of 1963 and the two married in June
the same year, a true love-at-first-sight story. In addition to rodeoing, he and
Rita bought a large farm in 1971 where they raised chickens for many years.
Their farm was also a working cattle farm where Harry’s cows eventually
became his pets. Harry also made sure there were always horses to ride for
everyone’s enjoyment.

In addition to the farm, Harry worked in the animal health business as a sales
representative. He was very successful because he earned the respect of his



customers and always took care of their needs first. His customers were his
friends, and many, if not all, considered him family. He won numerous awards
throughout his career, and his employer and customers honored him regularly.
Likewise, he frequently hosted enormous get-togethers for his customers and
became an expert at smoking pork loins and whole hogs.

Harry was a faithful member of First Baptist Church in Morrilton where he
served as a deacon, an adult Sunday school teacher, and in any capacity
where he was needed. He helped organize fundraisers for the food pantry and
smoked hundreds of pork loins on numerous occasions, staying up all night to
do so.

Harry also served his community in various capacities. He helped found the
soccer program in Conway County and served on the board of the Morrilton
Youth Association, where he volunteered for many years. He helped coach his
daughter’s softball team and went beyond the role of coach. His and Rita’s
home was open to anyone, and they provided a place for many. He was
always the first to volunteer for anything that needed done in the community.
His smoking skills became quite popular, and he volunteered his time cooking
for many community events and fundraisers. Harry was a member of the Farm
Bureau for many years where he was on the board and served as president.

Harry Caldwell can be defined as a man of integrity who loved God and loved
his family. He epitomized a servant’s heart and willingly served in any capacity
he could with love, generosity, and kindness. He gave without question and
was rock solid support for anyone who needed it. Countless people looked to
him for advice because they knew he would always choose to do the right
thing. He never took the easy road; he took the right road. Harry loved
unconditionally and always gave people the benefit of the doubt. He was a
good, good man.



These words of Jesus are recorded in the book of Matthew:

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will
sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on
his left.

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked
after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

The King will reply, ‘1 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Harry lived his life humbly serving the least of these.

Harry is survived by his devoted wife of 57 years, Rita (Johnson) Caldwell;
daughters Tonja Jones of Little Rock and Traci Caldwell of Conway;
grandsons Kenneth Jones and wife Carmen of Mountain Home and Luke
Caldwell of Conway; granddaughter Olivia Caldwell of Conway, two great-
grandsons Anthony and Nathan Jones of Mountain Home, and a host of
nieces, nephews, family, and friends who will cherish his memory.

He is preceded in death by his parents LG “Bud” and Nollie Caldwell, brother
Lonnie Gaither Caldwell, and sister Linda Lane.

Graveside service will be Friday, January 29 at 2:00pm at Volman Cemetery in



Bigelow, Arkansas. Due to Covid-19 concerns and Rita’s recent bout with lung
cancer, the family will not have a traditional time of visitation. Instead, there
will be a viewing from 6:00-8:00pm on Thursday evening at Harris Funeral
Home. Paper will be provided for people wanting to leave a message for the
family, and a video camera will be set up for people wishing to leave a video
message. Everyone is encouraged to leave a favorite memory of Harry for the
family.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to First Baptist Church “Retire-the-
Debt Fund” or Volman Cemetery Fund at 328 Judy Street, Bigelow, AR 72016.

Pallbearers are Henry Caldwell, Stanley Caldwell, Ben Caruth, Don Guess,
Hunter Henley, and Brett Johnson. Honorary pallbearers are Junior Caldwell,
Kenneth Caldwell, Curtis Davis, Kevin Gewin, Nathan Jordan, Todd Thorpe,
Mike Turnage, and Mark Turpin.



Cemetery Details

Volman Cemetery

120 Connie St.
Bigelow, AR 72016

Previous Events
Viewing

JAN 28. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Harris Funeral Homes - Morrilton
1325 Oak St

Morrilton, AR 72110

(501) 354-4575

Graveside Service

JAN 29. 2:00 PM (CT)

Volman Cemetery
120 Connie St.
Bigelow, AR 72016



Tribute Wall

He was the greatest man alive, | miss him more than words.

olivia - June 12, 2023 at 01:19 AM

Harry Wayne Caldwell

January 30, 2023 at 02:08 AM

Rita and family

So sorry to hear about Harry. I'll always remember his laughter and
a smile on his face.

My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Brenda Penrod Graham

Brenda C Graham - January 31, 2021 at 01:57 PM
| got to know Harry like a few others here through his relationship
with our Cargill family. Harry was always a blast to be around. Kind,
helpful, friendly and always smiling. | often reminisce about our trips
to Stetson, the pork loin sale and as Tony mentioned, Rita beans.
Harry could throw down a fun time for all and leave your heart and

belly full. My sincere condolences to the family.

Leslie - January 30, 2021 at 11:41 AM



| remember Uncle Harry as a kind man who had a smile for every
one. He always gave the best hugs. | know he is in heaven and
making the angels smile. He will be missed with every breath we
take. God Blessed this family with his presence.

I will be praying for your family and may they find peace in the Lords
words.

Connie Flores

Connie Flores - January 29, 2021 at 10:47 AM

White Mixed Fireside Basket was purchased for
the family of Harry Wayne Caldwell.

January 28, 2021 at 10:25 AM


https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=584&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=584&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

If only there were more folks like Harry Caldwell in this world! | was
fortunate to get to know Harry in the 90's when | began working for
Cargill Pork. Harry wasn't just a sales rep who called on Cargill,
Harry was a member of our team (our family). He took great pride in
getting to know and supporting everyone. From the new trainee to
the President of the business, Harry made other's feel respected
and appreciated.

A few memories:
Harry enlisted the help Jeff Worstell to perform a rodeo clown skit at
a company outing at Stetson's on The White River. It was hilarious.

Speaking of Stetson's. Harry knew how to host an event. He could
pull together the largest of events and make it look easy. He truly
had a servants heart and you never felt like it was "work" for Harry.

To this day I still make "Rita Beans" on the smoker using the recipe
Harry had Rita write down for me. Also, that caramel coated puffed
corn is one of our favorites (I need to make some of that soon!).

There are ups and downs in life, but when you have the opportunity
to know someone like Harry Caldwell, it gives you hope and
reassurance that there is "good" in people. | am thankful that | had
the opportunity to know Harry. | pray for Rita and the family that you
be comforted by the many memories of this great man. God Bless
you all.

Tony and Jackie Weldon

Tony Weldon - January 28, 2021 at 10:13 AM



Springtime Wishes was purchased for the family
of Harry Wayne Caldwell.

January 28, 2021 at 12:09 AM

Harry will be truly missed. He was the type of character | would love
my kids to model after.....very caring, always thinking of others, and
there for you when you needed help. | will always cherish the times
we cooked out together and times we worked together. Thank you
Harry for showing us what being a friend truly means. Rest in peace
and prayers of comfort to your family and friends.

Joe Wolfe - January 27, 2021 at 11:20 PM
Harry was a sweet kind soul... he let Stephen and me fish anytime
on he and Rita’s farm. | know he is rejoicing in Heaven. | am ready
to join all of our loved ones when God calls me home. Praying for
Rita and girls. Love your family!

sandy jackson - January 27, 2021 at 05:47 PM
I'm so sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers during this difficult

time.

Annie D - January 27, 2021 at 10:53 AM


https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4334&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4334&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

QTommy
Thompsor May Harry, Rest In Peace, Prayers for His Family. He was a Special

Person who Loved His Family, Church, and Community. Tommy &
Diane Thompson

Tommy Thompson - January 27, 2021 at 09:41 AM
Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was

purchased for the family of Harry Wayne
Caldwell.

January 27, 2021 at 06:58 AM

Such a great and Godly man. | loved working with him during my
time at Cargill. He will be greatly missed. Praying for the family.
Shawn Ragsdale

Shawn Ragsdale - January 26, 2021 at 11:02 PM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Yellow and White

was purchased for the family of Harry Wayne
Caldwell.

January 26, 2021 at 09:24 PM

Traci and family, your in my thoughts and prayers. May God give
you strength during this time of loss.

Tracie Nutt - January 26, 2021 at 06:57 PM


https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4275&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harrisfuneralhomes.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4275&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

